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hopeless. The boy seemed feebleminded. He was shaken with
spasnis, and convulsions. His senses were dull. He uttered only
occasional grunts and showed no social behavior or powers of
attention or observation. In Itard's own words, "his whole life
was a completely animal existence."
For five years the doctor tried to train him. The boy pro-
gressed but never became normal. His sense of discrimination
improved. He learned to respond to his name "Victor," and to
speak, read, and recall a few simple words. His highest achieve-
ment was to learn the meaning of lent (milk) and to arrange the
word's letters in proper order. Toward Itard and the others who
cared for him he developed strong affection, but he did not learn
to play or behave like a normal youngster.
This case has two conflicting interpretations. One calls the
wild boy a mental defective, probably an imbecile, suggesting
that he was abandoned for this reason and explaining thus his
lack of progress. The other attributes the boy's apparent defec-
tiveness to his early non-human environment, an experience af-
fecting him so profoundly that later training brought few results.
Though he progressed somewhat he could not attain normality
because his most impressionable years were grossly abnormal.
The fact that he coped successfully enough with a wild environ-
ment to survive for a time is pointed out as evidence that he was
not mentally defective.
Each view may be partially correct. Perhaps the boy began
life with low mentality; both heredity and environment may well
have produced the backward child on whom Doctor Itard spent
so many patient months. One can not interpret Victor's case
accurately from the sketchy data recorded.
The amazing ^tory of India's wplf children was first told by
Paul G. Squires aad-was documented recently in a book by the
anthropologist Robert M. Zingg. In 1920 two little girls, later
named Kamala and Amala, were found living with wolves in
the Bengal province of India. The older child, Kamala, seemed